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Dear families, 
 

We arrive at the last day of the first half 
term; 8 weeks is a long run for the children 
but they have continued to impress us with 
their attitudes towards school- I am sure 
they are ready for a break. 
 

This week, one of my highlights was an 
unexpected visit to Forest School to cover 
a staff absence; yes, it was on the wettest 
day of the year so far, but muddy puddles 
and clay covered hands offered a 
wonderful variety to my week! 
 

SP Site- End of Day Opening Times 
Following Half Term, there will be a minor 
change to the time at which our gates at 
the Somers Park site open at the end of the 
school day. This is being introduced to 
support the security of the school site and 
the safety and well-being of all pupils. 
 

- The Wilmott Road entrance will be 
opened at 2:55pm- this is so that 
parents of children in Nursery can 
enter the school site to collect their 
children at 3pm. 

 
- The front of school gates and the 

Yates Hay entrances will open at 
3:05 pm, allowing enough time for 
reception parents, our earliest finish, 
to collect their children at 3:10pm. 

 

There is no change to the arrangements at 
the Malvern Vale site. 
 

OPAL Play Parent Event 
Opal Play Parent Event-  
Malvern Vale site report 

The atmosphere was fabulous at the 
Malvern Vale Opal afternoon - despite the 
damp weather! We had a huge number of 
parents attend and the feedback was 
incredibly positive.  
 

Our Year 6 play leaders demonstrated their 
oracy and leadership skills by not only 
helping to set up each area but circulating 

through the afternoon, explaining to the 
parents how beneficial Opal has been, 
supporting younger pupils and guiding 
visitors around each area. The parents 
themselves commented on how well 
organised the afternoon was, how it was 
wonderful to see what the children are 
offered during play times and how it was a 
special opportunity to spend quality time 
with their children in school.  
 

Everyone got involved in the activities and 
we even had a Double Dutch contest led by 
a group of parents! It was a wonderful event 
to showcase how well Opal has been 
embedded into our school and the positive 
and respectful manner in which our pupils 
interact with our provision. 
 

Opal Play  
Parent Event Feedback 

Thank you for completing our survey 
following the OPAL parent event at both 
sites- 100% of those who filled it out said 
they would come again... a testament to 
the success of the afternoon. We also had 
some lovely free text comments,- here are 
just a few:  

 

‘It was an absolutely fantastic 
afternoon, it was wonderful to be able to 
spend time with our children doing 
something fun together at school.’ 
 

‘Wonderful to see all the children getting 
the most out of playtime.’ 
 

‘The music and bubble area was 
brilliant!’ 
 

‘I enjoyed it and found the presentation 
interesting to understand the 'why' 
behind OPAL.’ 
 

‘Nice to see the children using their 
imaginations.’ 
 

‘I really enjoyed being a part of my 
daughter’s day.’ 
 

 ‘I appreciate all the effort that staff have 
gone to, putting time aside for 
unstructured play and fun is something 
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I know my daughter will have fond 
memories of in later years.’ 
 

 

There will be another OPAL parent 
afternoon later in the year- watch this 
space! 
 

Remembrance- Weds 11th Nov 
Wednesday 11th November marks our 
Remembrance observance in school.  
 

To support this important occasion and 
recognise the commitment of young 
people involved in uniformed 
organisations, pupils who are members of 
the Scouts, Guides, Cubs, Brownies, 
Beavers, Cadets or other recognised 
uniformed groups are welcome to wear 
their organisation’s uniform to school on 
this day.  
 

Attendance Matters! 
Keep working hard with 
your attendance! 
 

Whole school attendance 
this week:  

96.7% 
 

Superstar classes with attendance of over 
97% this week are: 

16th October- 21st October 
 

Class Attendance 

3KC, Miss Cecil 100.0% 

0-RAW, Miss Ward 99.0% 

2-BEECH, Miss Hartwright 98.7% 

3-PINE, Mrs Del-Monte 98.3% 

5VD, Mrs Dawson 98.2% 

2EB, Miss Brookes 98.1% 

6GL, Mrs Lineham 97.8% 

5RM, Mrs Russell and Mrs 
Marshall 97.8% 

4SB, Mr Bowtell 97.6% 

2RD Mr Dudley 97.3% 

 

Well done Miss Ward 
Miss Ward’s legs were a bit 
sore at the beginning of the 
week! Last weekend she ran 
the Abingdon Marathon, 

completing it in the impressive time of 4 
hours 21 minutes. It’s lovely to celebrate 
the achievements of our community and 
we are very impressed!  Well done Miss 

Ward!        
-------------- 

 

We break up for Half Term today- tomorrow 
is an INSET Day and school is closed for 
children.  
 
Have a fabulous Half Term break and we 
look forward to seeing you on our return on 
Monday 2nd November. 
 

 
Best wishes,  
 
 
 

Chris Hansen 
 

 Advance notice- Christmas Lunch 
at SPPS 
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This Week’s Values Champions 
Class  Child  Values Champion  
SP site EY 
and KS1  

Levon A    

(Year 1) 

Excel- Levon has been working incredibly on his reading and 

writing 

SP site KS2  Luka M-H 

(Year 3) 

Thrive- for trying hard with enthusiasm in everything he does. 

Daniel  

(Year 5) 

Excel- He always tries his best and even with mistakes, gives a 

rueful smile and tries again. Never gives up or gets frustrated. 

Highly motivated to do well and do his best. 

MV site  Meghan T 

(Year 3) 

Shows Kindness, all of the time. A real role model within the 

school. 

Elijah O 

(Year 5) 

Thrive- Shows an overwhelming enthusiasm and positivity in 

school. 
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News from Mercian Educational Trust 
 

 
Why do schools talk about attendance 
percentages?  
 
You may have seen your child's attendance 
shown as a percentage and wondered why 
schools talk about it so often. 
  

- Every school day contains new learning.  
- Children also spend time practising what 

they have already learnt, working with 
their classmates and building routines 
and relationships.  

- When days are missed, those little gaps 
can add up.  

- Attendance is not only about schoolwork. 
Being in school regularly can also help 
children feel part of their class and school 
community.  

 
Of course, there will be times when a child is 
genuinely too unwell to attend school. 
Schools understand this.  
 
Attendance percentages help schools and 
families see the bigger picture over time. If 
attendance begins to fall, the school can talk 
with the family, understand what may be 
happening and look at how they can help. 
  
The aim is not simply a number. It is about 
working together to help children be in 
school, feel that they belong and get the 
most from their education. 
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Community Links 
Waves & Slides at 

Malvern Splash 
Families can use the code: Halloween26 
to receive 20% off at the point of sale. 
Admissions can be purchase from the 
following link, and we are welcome both 
parents and teachers:  
 
Freedom Leisure Malvern Splash Leisure 
Complex Tickets, Products, Bundles, Gift 
Vouchers - Buy Online 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridges of Light Festival 
The image below links to website for more 
information: 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffreedomleisure-malvernsplash.digitickets.co.uk%2Ftickets&data=05%7C02%7CCHansen%40metacademies.org.uk%7Cbdc2155be5f24659644908df2f596104%7Cfa83d74882694189a364b64b39cca4c2%7C0%7C0%7C639281733144516504%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ltvT6i5HcLulGnYakexyYiMZ2ud5TlWZHj9SQyuqKFc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffreedomleisure-malvernsplash.digitickets.co.uk%2Ftickets&data=05%7C02%7CCHansen%40metacademies.org.uk%7Cbdc2155be5f24659644908df2f596104%7Cfa83d74882694189a364b64b39cca4c2%7C0%7C0%7C639281733144516504%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ltvT6i5HcLulGnYakexyYiMZ2ud5TlWZHj9SQyuqKFc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffreedomleisure-malvernsplash.digitickets.co.uk%2Ftickets&data=05%7C02%7CCHansen%40metacademies.org.uk%7Cbdc2155be5f24659644908df2f596104%7Cfa83d74882694189a364b64b39cca4c2%7C0%7C0%7C639281733144516504%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ltvT6i5HcLulGnYakexyYiMZ2ud5TlWZHj9SQyuqKFc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.severnarts.org.uk/bridges-of-light-2026
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